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28th, and along the route from Washington to that city the same
manifestations of affectionate greetings were met from his coun-
trymen assembled at the various stations where the train stopped.
At Jersey City and on the New York side there were found large
assemblages of the people to greet and welcome the commissioner,
and many were the expressions of "God bless you" wafted to
him from the hearts of the people.

On August 29th the new commissioner returned on board
the Brooklyn, hoisting his flag as rear admiral, which Cook sa-
luted with thirteen guns. Among officers and men of the flag-
ship there was wild satisfaction when the blue flag, bearing two
white stars, was broken to the breeze at the main. The delight
of many men was exhibited by tossing caps in the air, that of
others by embracing each other. Many of the officers and petty
officers came to the cabin to shake hands and congratulate
their old commander-in-chief upon his new rank and honors.
It was a tribute of affection from brave comrades who had
stood unflinchingly by his side on that memorable July 3,
1898, off Santiago, and it went deep into the heart of the
recipient.

During the two days passed on board the Brooklyn before
sailing she was visited by thousands of our people attracted to
her by the conspicuous part she had borne in the battle of San-
tiago. Each one of the honorable scars she had received was
eagerly scanned and interestingly examined by these visitors,
whose enthusiastic admiration for the splendid fellows who had
stood amid such dangers was universally expressed. Nothing
which occurred afterwards in the unnecessary controversy over
the honors of the battle, which were big enough for every one,
could ever efface the memories of the affectionate reception ex-
tended to her officers and men on this occasion. And while
nothing more than was done by the other ships is claimed for
the Brooklyn, she did her part fully as well and surely as accept-
ably as any of her sister ships in that famous combat.

On August 31st the'transport Seneca, under orders from
Washington, stopped abreast the Brooklyn9s anchorage to receive,
on board the newly appointed commissioner and his staff, Lieu-
tenant Jas. H. Sears, Lieutenant B. W. "Wells and Ensign Ed-
ward McCauley, for transportation to San Juan,, Porto Rico.er the instruction of
